STATE OF CALIFORNIA- HEALTH AMD WELFARE AGENCY

DEPARTMENT -OF SOCIAL SERVICES
744 P Street, Sacramento, CA 95814

April 16, 1987

ALL-COUNTY INFORMATION NOTICE NO. 1=-29-87

TO: ALL COUNTY WELFARE DIRECTORS
ALL COUNTY COUNSELS

SUBJECT: CILVILIAN AND MILITARY COORDINATION IN CHILD ABUSE
INVESTIGATIONS

REFERENCE: ACIN I-112-86 CIVILIAN AND ARMY COORDINATION IN CHILD
ABUSE INVESTIGATICNS

This is to inform you about a recently enacted federal law, Public
Law (PL) 99-145 regarding civilian and military coerdination in
child abuse investigations. 1In accordance with Section 811 of

PL 99-145, {(copy attached) the Secretary of Defense has requested
that local child protection agencies report to the nearest military
installation all known or suspected cases of child abuse and
neglect, in which the caretaker is a member of the Armed Forces (or
the spouse of a2 member).

We recognize the benefits of and support development of cooperative
working relationships between local child protection agencies and
military family advocacy personnel in such matters; however, State
statute does not provide for reporting such cases %o military
personnel, Child abuse reports are confidential and can only be
disclosed to the persons and agencies specified in Penal Code
Section 11167.5(b)., The Armed Forces are not among those
persons/agencies specified.

In addition to the enactment of the federal law, the Secretary of
the Department of Health and Human Services and the dssistant
Secretary of Defense signed an Interagency Agreement designed to
support military families. The focus of the Agreement 13 to
improve human services for families in all branches of the military
and to improve coordination between civilian and military personnel
who provide services to families.

Although State statute prohibits reporting specific cases of child
abuse and neglect to military installation personnel, counties are
encouraged to designate a liaison person to work cooperatively to
the extent aliowed by law with the family advocacy representative
of military installations in their areas. The county liaisen and




family advocacy representative may work cooperatively on child
protection matters involving mutual efforts to address the
prevention, identification, reporting and treatment of child abuse
and neglect.,

Any guestions regarding this matter should be directed to your
Adult and Family Services Operations Consultant at (916) UU5-D623.

AN D,
Leputy Director

Adult and Family Services Division
Enclosure

cot CWDA
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